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INT. SMALL CUBICLE WITH GRAY WALLS WITH PICTURES OF WOMEN 
COVERING MOST OF THEM - DAY

BEN is seated at desk holding a phone between his shoulder 
and ear, leaning back in his chair. He is clearly 
frustrated and trying to contain his anger. 

BEN
(Trying to calm down person on 
other side of call)
Ma'am, I understand your 
complaint, but you also said you 
ate the entire steak BEFORE you 
said something to the waitress.

BEN pulls phone away from his ear. Muffled screaming comes 
from the phone. BEN slams his head on the desk. 

BEN
You're right. You have every right 
to complain, but I don't see why 
you should get your money back 
when you ATE THE WHOLE STEAK!

MUFFLED VOICE starts screaming over the phone and BEN makes 
a gun out of his hand and motions as if he is shooting 
himself in the head. 

BEN
A manager? You absolutely got it. 
Have a PLEASANT day!

BEN hits a few buttons on his phone and starts imitating 
the woman.

BEN
I ate the whole steak but my fat 
mouth decided when I was done that 
it wasn't good enough.

BEN releases a long drawn out breath.

BEN
God, these people! I bet she's 
sitting home watching her stories 
and staring at the stains on her 
wife beater remembering each meal 
she shoved in her enormously large 
frog mouth. 

WOMAN ON PHONE
Yeah, I'm still here. 
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Beat.

WOMAN ON PHONE (CONT'D)
Dick.

CAMERA HARD SHOT TO BLACK SCREEN WITH THE WORD: LOSER

End of teaser. 
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INT. MANAGER'S OFFICE - DAY

MANAGER is seated behind a desk flipping through some 
papers. BEN enters the office and sits down in one of two 
chairs placed in front of the desk. 

BEN
Dude. 

Beat.

BEN (CONT'D)
This woman I just got off the 
phone with was miserable. I'm 
surprised I could understand her 
over all the heavy breathing and 
mouth full of Funyons.

MANAGER is frantically waving his arms trying to get BEN'S 
attention as he continues to rant on about the woman he was 
just on the phone with, not realizing MANAGER was the one 
who received the transferred call.

BEN (CONT'D)
Then she caught me talking about 
her.

BEN starts laughing. 

BEN (CONT'D)
I guess it was kind of funny.

BEN finally stops ranting and reaches forward to take a 
mint from a bowl on MANAGER'S desk. He leans back in his 
chair while continuing to laugh.

WOMAN ON PHONE
Guess I can skip my complaint 
about that idiot. 

BEN
Fuh-

Cut to: BUS STATION
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EXT. BUS STATION - DAY

BEN is waiting at a bus station holding a large box full of 
tchotchkes, nervously looking down the street to see if 
there is a bus approaching. 

A BUSINESS MAN is approaching in the background while 
speaking on the phone and holding a coffee cup. He is 
wildly flailing his arms and talking with a lot of passion. 
BEN continues to look down the street when the BUSINESS MAN 
runs into him, spilling the contents of BEN'S box all over 
the sidewalk. 

BUSINESS MAN
Hey, watch where you're walking!

BEN continues to scramble while he is picking up the 
contents from the sidewalk. 

BEN
You're joking, right? You can't 
possibly be that stupid. 

The BUSINESS MAN stops walking.

BUSINESS MAN
(Into phone)

I'll call you back.

The BUSINESS MAN puts the phone back into his pocket.

BUSINESS MAN
What did you just say to me?

BEN starts to stand up.

BEN
I'm sorry. 

Beat.

BEN (CONT'D)
I guess all that pathetic hair gel 
and Just For Men has finally 
soaked into your head and reached 
the peanut sized brain you house 
in that abnormally large skull. 
Allow me to speak a little louder.

BEN clears his throat
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BEN (CONT'D)
Watch. Where. You. Are. Going. I 
was standing here, completely 
still, the entire time. YOU ran 
into me.

The BUSINESS MAN starts walking toward BEN. BEN is visibly 
nervous as the BUSINESS MAN raises his hand. BEN closes his 
eyes tight and the BUSINESS MAN rests his hand on BEN'S 
shoulder.

BUSINESS MAN
Oh, I'm sorry, friend. I must have 
not seen you there.

The BUSINESS MAN helps BEN pack his stuff back up into the 
box. BEN stands up with the box in his arms.

BEN
I'm sorry. I really let you have 
it.

BEN almost starts giggling at the thought that this guy was 
a real jerk.

BEN (CONT'D)
Thanks for helping me out there. 
I've had a really bad day and 
kinda took it out on you. For a 
second there I thoug-

The BUSINESS MAN slaps the full box out of BEN'S arms and 
the contents spill out again and onto the sidewalk.

BUSINESS MAN
Stupid ass. Watch where you're 
standing then.

BEN stands there and clenches his fists in anger and then 
takes a step toward the BUSINESS MAN. As he does so the 
BUSINESS MAN cocks his fist back, BEN cowers away like a 
scared child and yelps in fear.

BEN
Okay, okay. I'm sorry!

The BUSINESS MAN'S phone starts ringing and as he walks 
away he answers it.
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BUSINESS MAN
Yep. Sorry, just owned this piece 
of garbage on the street. I think 
he may be cryi-

The BUSINESS MAN trails off from the scene. BEN is throwing 
stuff back in the box and mocking the way the BUSINESS MAN 
walks. He doesn't notice the bus pull up. The door opens 
and BEN is still imitating the Business Man. 

BUS DRIVER
Son, what on God's green earth are 
you doing right now?

BEN scrambles to get more of his stuff together and he 
starts throwing it on to the bus steps.

BEN
Sorry. This jerk -

BUS DRIVER
Son, there is zero chance I care 
about your pathetic problems.  

BEN continues to get his stuff on the bus, he throws his 
jacket over the box, a wallet is shown in the pocket. 

BEN gets on the bus and as he looks around he notices an 
"Employee of the Month" plaque on the ground. He gets off 
to retrieve the plaque and once he steps off, the bus pulls 
away with his tchotchkes and jacket still on it. 

BEN doesn't notice until the bus is a little bit away. He 
starts to chase the bus and eventually realizes it's to no 
avail. 

BEN stops running and is now standing in the street 
panting, out of breath and hunched over.

BEN catches his breath and starts patting his pockets 
slowly at first and then frantically. 

BEN
Where? What?

BEN closes his eyes in frustration and disbelief

BEN
No! No! No! No! No! No!

BEN rakes his face and lets out a muffled scream. 
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BEN'S eyes light up as they come across something, a bike 
leaning on a fence. The bike is built for a child, big 
banana seat, big horn and a baseball card clipped to the 
frame so it hits the spokes of the wheel creating a 
"motorcycle" sound. 

BEN walks toward the bike and continues to look around and 
over his shoulders. 

BEN slowly stands the bike up and starts walking away while 
wheeling it next to him. A KID starts chasing after him 
with an ice cream cone in one hand. BEN lets out a girlish 
scream, hops on the bike and starts peddling feverishly to 
get away from the scene. 
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EXT. OUTSIDE APARTMENT COMPLEX - DAY

BEN enters the frame from the right side of the screen, to 
the left is a gray concrete building with some balconies. 
Building is kind of beat up, the grass in the front has 
been reduced to dirt and the stucco siding is cracked with 
sections completely missing. 

BEN hops off the bike and "GHOST RIDES" it to the side of 
the building before going inside. He then runs to and 
enters door.

INT. STAIRCASE - DAY

BEN runs up a dimly lit staircase. He is whistling and 
flipping the keys around his fingers and into the palm of 
his hand.

BEN reaches the top of the stairs.

INT. APARTMENT - DAY

BEN enters the apartment, a surprisingly well put together 
place that is in better condition than the outside of the 
building would indicate. 

BEN continues through the apartment and enters the kitchen. 
He opens the fridge and grabs a beer. 

BEN plops down on a recliner, pops open the beer, grabs the 
remote and turns the TV on, watches a baseball game of some 
sort.

A voice is heard off-camera

BREE
Honey?

The noise of footsteps are heard and rustling in the 
kitchen, some cabinets being opened and closed.

BREE (CONT'D)
Honey, do you want anything to 
eat?

BEN smiles and gets up from the recliner, sneaking into the 
kitchen to greet BREE, a short, blonde haired, attractive 
girl. 

BEN & DAD
Yes, plea-
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BEN'S smile quickly drops from his face as he is trying to 
figure out not only who but why there is a person in his 
apartment. As BEN rounds the corner BREE is standing there 
in a buttoned up shirt and no pants. 

BEN'S DAD enters the room from another entrance way, an 
older gentleman who is wearing only "tighty whities."

BEN
Hi, Dad! You had me scared there 
for a minute. I had no idea that 
Bree still took clients at home 
for waxing. And, um, by the looks 
of it she probably shouldn't. 

DAD and BREE look at each other almost in shock that BEN 
hasn't put the situation together.

BEN (CONT'D)
Jeez, I really thought for a 
second that you and Bree were...

BEN starts laughing, almost hysterically

BEN (CONT'D)
You know.

BEN winks.

DAD
Well, son.

BREE shoots DAD a sharp look almost telling him to keep his 
mouth shut.

DAD (CONT'D)
Bree and I have something to tell 
you.

BREE
Oh, what the hell! BEN, you're a 
loser! I can't be with you 
anymore! Your dad is smart, 
mature, and sexy.

BEN
Okay, I get it. I've been pretty 
good at these practical jokes and 
I guess that ex-lax and shrink 
wrap around the toilet was kinda 
cruel, but -



11.

BREE
See what I mean, Dan? And you 
wanted to keep THIS a secret?

DAN leans into BREE and whispers.

DAN
I don't think he's put it together 
yet. 

BREE
Ben, your Dad and I have been 
sleeping with each other. You and 
I are over. That simple, get out.

BEN
Ew, really?

BEN points to his DAD.

BEN (CONT'D)
That? Over this?

BEN motions towards his regular shaped body, clearly not a 
selling point to BREE who is out of his league.

BEN (CONT'D)
You know what, this is probably 
all for the best. You two are 
PERFECT for each other. All you 
ever wanted was some pathetic 
loser to sex up and pay for 
everything.

BEN makes a distorted face almost sorry that he said 
something so cruel about his father.

BEN (CONT'D)
Sorry, Dad. I, uh -

DAN
It's fine, Benjamin. You're just 
mad. Let me get dressed and I'll 
give you a ride home, I'm assuming 
you're heading that way?

DAN and BREE start laughing.

DAN (CONT'D)
Looks like I got you back! Winner!

BEN
What?
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DAN
Like Charlie Sheen. Winner! I'm 
the Winner here!

BEN
Why are you referencing things 
from like two years -

BEN shakes his head.

BEN (CONT'D)
Just please get dressed, I'm 
getting nauseous looking at you 
like that. 

DAN walks off screen. 

End Act I.
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EXT. STREET - DAY

BEN is shoving the stolen bike into the trunk of a car, he 
walks around and gets into the passenger seat.

INT. CAR - DAY

DAN
Where'd you get that bike? I've 
never seen it before.

BEN
This has been an absolute day from 
hell. Can we PLEASE just sit in 
silence with no more questions?

DAN
That's a question!

DAN smiles but gets no response from Ben.

BEN leans forward and starts looking nervously for anything 
to put on the radio to make this scene less awkward. 

DAN
Just one question and I won't ask 
anymore until we reach home.

BEN
If it will get you to shut up then 
yes, fire away, Alex!

DAN
Well technically he gives the 
answe-

BEN
Dad!

DAN
Okay, what's the deal with that 
bike? It looks like a little kids 
bike, do you need money?

BEN
(Annoyed)
That's TWO questions. 

BEN smushes his face around to compose himself.
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BEN
I stole the bike from some wall 
near a school. It's some little 
kid's bike and now he's getting a 
harsh kick in the stomach and 
realizing the black void and 
meaninglessness of living on this 
spinning orb that - 

DAN
Son, calm down. You need to return 
that bike. 

BEN
Whatever, did you see that bike? 
I'm doing that dweeb a favor. 

DAN
I don't know. When I was a kid 
that bike would've been the BEES 
knees!

BEN
Do you hear yourself? 

DAN
Yes, why?

Beat.
Anyway, we need to talk about 
something. 

BEN
Don't care. Not even slightly. You 
are sleeping with my girl - 

Beat.

Ex-girlfriend and nothing you can 
tell me is going to help this 
situation.

DAN
Bree is pregnant. We just found 
out today.

BEN starts seething his is so angry

BEN
What? Why? Why would you even tell 
me this.

DAN starts laughing.
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DAN
Take a joke, son. Just trying to 
break this tension.

BEN
What the hell is wrong with you?

DAN
Nothing. Your mother and I are 
getting a divorce. 

DAN starts laughing.

BEN
Laugh it up, Dad. You're a hoot. 
Let me tell you. Your bingo 
buddies must love this material.

DAN
Yes, they do. But I'm being 
serious, I'm just remembering what 
Bree said when I told her, it was 
adorable. 

BEN
Let me out.

DAN
What? We're almost home.

BEN starts opening door to car.

BEN
Stop the car, I'm getting out.

DAN pulls the car over and lets BEN out.

BEN leans into window.

BEN (CONT'D)
Thanks, Dad! You've made this day 
even worse. Please leave the door 
unlocked so I can get in.

DAN pulls away from BEN and the camera pans out to reveal 
that they were two houses down from their house when DAN 
turns into the drive way. 
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EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

BEN puts his head down and starts walking toward the house, 
a soccer ball from the neighbors' lawn rolls toward him. 
BEN goes to kick the ball and completely misses falling to 
the ground. The neighborhood kids start laughing.

BEN
OH, SO THIS IS FUNNY?!

NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS run up to BEN as he grabs the ball off 
the ground.

NEIGHBORHOOD KID #!
Give it back! 

BEN
Oh, this? 

BEN mockingly shakes the ball in the KID'S faces

BEN (CONT'D)
This one?

BEN shakes it again in the kid's faces and then turns 
around the punts the ball down the block. The KIDS start 
yelling at BEN.

BEN
That right there is life. And life 
sucks. I'm life and I suck. Learn 
your lesson and GIVE UP NOW!

NEIGHBORHOOD KID #1
Wow, loser.

NEIGHBORHOOD KID #! Waves his hands motioning for his 
friends to follow him.

NEIGHBORHOOD KID #1 (CONT'D)
Let's get away from this loser, 
guys. Nice hair, no wonder your 
parents are getting a divorce 
having to deal with a LOSER like 
you!

All kids run off toward the ball and BEN yells at them.

BEN
Oh yeah? Well I banged your mom!

From a distance there is a reply.
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NEIGHBORHOOD KID #1
She's dead!

BEN is standing in the middle of the street and is deciding 
whether to yell out to try and insult the kid or keep 
quiet.

A WOMAN enters the shot, a good-looking brunette who looks 
to be in her mid-40s, Heather Graham-esque. She starts a 
conversation with BEN. 

WOMAN
His mom isn't dead.

BEN
I'm sorry, what?

WOMAN 
She's not dead. 

BEN starts to look around inquisitively, almost annoyed 
that this woman is talking to him without him asking.

BEN
Yeah? I really don't mean to be a 
dick but who are you and why are 
you telling me this?

SAM
I'm Sam. I'm Joey's mother. Saw 
that BIG fight you got into with 
him and wanted to clear things up. 
By the way how loaded was I when 
we...you know. I usually forget 
names/faces/good tippers but I 
never forget a butt like that. 

BEN
Yeah, I just said that to try and 
make Joey cry or something stupid. 
How can you deal with that kid 
everyday?

BEN shakes his head trying to clear the cobwebs

BEN (CONT'D)
You know what? This has been the 
day from hell and I'm being 
incredibly rude to you.

BEN extends his hand to SAM.
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BEN (CONT'D)
I'm Ben. 

Both shake hands, SAM rolls her eyes as she rubs her hands 
on her dress indicating that BEN had sweaty palms. 

SAM
Nice to meet you. And you have 
been rude -

SAM smiles in a flirty way.

SAM (CONT'D)
But I can let it slide. 

SAM looks at her watch and panics a little. 

SAM 
(Yelling) 
Joey! We have to go NOW!

SAM looks at BEN.

SAM (CONT'D)
Kids, gotta love 'em.

SAM leans-in to whisper to BEN.

SAM (CONT'D)
Even if they are a silver lining, 
if you know what I mean.

BEN
Silver lining?

SAM
I know what you're thinking and 
maybe we can discuss it over wine 
coolers and Boston Market.

BEN
Wouldn't Mr. - 

Beat.

BEN (CONT'D)
Mr. - Uh - your husband be angry 
about that?

SAM
Now there's a topic we can talk 
about over dinner on Friday.
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SAM walks away with JOEY, BEN continues to watch them.

JOEY turns around and makes a motion to Ben with his hands 
that he will be watching him. 

BEN is remarkably smug about this and decides to pull out a 
youthful trick of his own and creates antlers with his 
hands and sticks his tongue out taunting JOEY and starts 
emphatically humping the air.
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EXT. STREET - DAY

BEN jogs across the street and across the lawn and 
continues to do so until he reaches the front door of the 
house where DAN parked his car. 

BEN goes to open the door and slams his shoulder into it 
because the door is locked. 

BEN starts knocking like crazy. 

BEN
(Screaming) 
DAD! I asked you to NOT lock the 
door!

DAN opens the door and lets BEN into the house. 

INT. BEN'S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY CONTINUOUS

BEN enters the house and is startled by the appearance. 

REVEAL OF BOXES UPON BOXES WITH MARKINGS LIKE "FRAGILE", 
"KITCHEN", "BATHROOM", "MILLI VANILLI MERCHANDISE". 

BEN
What is this? 
(Getting angry)
What the HELL is this?

DAN
Well, Benjamin, this "divorce" 
thing may have been going on for a 
while. The big reveal to you from 
our mutual acquaintance Bree was -

BEN
Mutual acquaintance?
(Starting to yell)
MUTUAL ACQUAINTANCE?! So my 
girlfriend who I -

DAN
Ex.

BEN
Okay, I'll play along. So my ex-
girlfriend, you know the one I was 
going to propose to in a few 
weeks, is now a mutual 
acquaintance? 
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DAN
Ben. You know that's just me being 
nice, she wants absolutely nothing 
to do with you. Plus I don't 
really understand what you're so 
hung up about, you just met her 
two months ago. Talk about rushing 
into things, I just helped you 
move in there. Speaking of 
moving...

Beat.

DAN (CONT'D)
these are my boxes, I'm moving in 
with Bree. Are you free to help on 
Saturday? 

MOM enters into the room and is unexpectedly happy, maybe 
even jovial, at what is happening, but most horrifyingly 
she is being extremely nice to DAN. 

MOM
Benjy! My baby! Come give Mommy a 
hug and a kiss.

MOM and BEN embrace. MOM starts giving him and good number 
of kisses, BEN eventually pulls away from the act of 
motherly affection.

BEN
Hi, Mom. It's nice to see you.

Beat.

BEN (CONT'D)
What the hell is going on here?

MOM
Well, dear. You see when a Mommy 
and Daddy stop loving each other 
they - 

BEN
Seriously? I'm not 12 anymore, 
Mom. I just want to know what's 
going on and maybe some Frosted 
Flakes, unless you have Lucky 
Charms then...

BEN shakes his head to regain his thoughts.
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BEN
No, tell me what's going on here!

DAN
Benjamin. Your Mother and I have 
been talking about this for a long 
time. We had a tough time when you 
left for college with the empty 
house and everything.

MOM
And we were going to tell you just 
the timing was never right.

BEN
Okay. Let me get this straight. 
I've been out of school for, 
what?, 5 years and you thought of 
keeping up this charade for that 
long?

DAN and MOM look at each other and nod.

DAN 
Yeah, pretty much. 

MOM
Honey, I know this is hard to 
handle, but it's really for the 
best. Dad is happy with Bree and 
I'm doing more things now that I 
don't have to take care of the 
house.

DAN 
And not have to take care of Ben 
anymore, right Mary?

MOM
Exactly! 

BEN rolls his eyes and is confused about them talking about 
him this way right in front of his face. 

MOM (CONT'D)
Now we know it's not the best 
timing, but your father and I will 
always have a place for you to 
stay. 
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DAN 
Which reminds me, you already have 
a key to my place so you can feel 
free to come and stay with your 
new stepmom and me. 

BEN 
WHAT? 

MOM
Daniel! You haven't told him?

DAN 
Well I was going to ask her 
tonight when she left for her 
"pilates" class -

BEN 
Alright. See you guys later. I 
don't understand what is even 
happening anymore and, frankly, I 
don't care. 

BEN looks to his MOM.

BEN (CONT'D)
Can I crash here tonight? 

MOM
Yes, of course, honey. You're room 
is all packed up though so you may 
have to sleep on the couch. I'll 
leave the door unlocked when you 
get home. 

BEN 
Dad, can I borrow the car?

DAN 
Ouch. No can do son. I have to 
pick up the ring from the jeweler.

DAN snaps his fingers, acting like an idea came to mind.

DAN (CONT'D)
Where are you going though? I can 
give you a ride. 

BEN exhales.

BEN 
Okay, thanks. No talk about today 
though. Just drop me off at 
Justin's and that's it. 



24.

INT. CAR - DAY

BEN is trying his best to ignore his father who is trying 
to make small talk in order to break the tension in the 
car. BEN is staring out the window giving half-answers to 
his inquiries. 

DAN 
So, how is Justin these days? I 
haven't seen him in a few years.

BEN 
(Annoyed) 
He's fine.

DAN 
And what are you guys going to do?

BEN 
I don't know. 

DAN 
You two have been friends for a 
long time, huh?

BEN 
Yeah. 

BEN takes a deep breath, folds his arms and then looks 
forward out the windshield.

DAN 
Anyone else going to be there?

BEN 
Stop. 

DAN 
Ben, you're still my son. I don't 
want this - 

BEN 
Stop. Stop. Stop. 

DAD 
Stop having a hissy fit.

BEN 
(Yelling) 
STOP THE CAR!
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The car comes to a screeching halt but not before it hits 
the back of the truck sitting in front of it at the stop 
light. The two men are jostled a little bit but otherwise 
fine. 

Shot goes to a MAN'S foot stepping out of car. It's a large 
boot, much like those bikers wear. The shot follows his 
steps as the shoes jangle. 

Inside the car both BEN and DAN are arguing about why he 
hit the car in front of him. 

A knock on the driver's side window, DAN rolls it down just 
a sliver due to being intimidated by the large man standing 
on the other side giving a menacing look. 

DRIVER
Hey man, you almost hurt my kid 
here.

DAN 
I'm sorry, sir. And you are 
absolutely right. 

DAN motions to the DRIVER to come closer to him so he can 
keep quiet while he is talking.

DAN (CONT'D)
If we can keep this between us I'd 
really appreciate the gesture. 
This isn't my first one of these. 

As DAN continues to ramble off camera, the shot goes to 
BEN'S P.O.V., he sees a kid crying while staring in the 
DAN'S car. 

BEN exits the car looking confused and starts walking 
toward the kid. 

Shot goes back to DAN and DRIVER talking

DRIVER
I completely understand. 

DRIVER points to his truck and leans in because he has a 
little note he wants to keep quiet.

DRIVER (CONT'D)
I'm not exactly operating with a 
valid insurance card anyway.
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DRIVER goes for a pound and DAN panics causing an awkward 
pound into the open hand scene that leaves the two feeling 
weird about the exchange. 

Off camera we hear a child's voice.

CHILD
Daaaaddy! 

Shot goes to BEN approaching the kid.

BEN 
Hey kid, are you alright?

DRIVER (O.C.)
(Laughing) 
Hold on, son.

CHILD
(Through tears)
DAAAAADDDDDDYYYYYYYYY!!!

BEN 
Kid, calm down. 

CHILD
Daddy, that's the mean man who 
stole my bike!

BEN'S face goes white as he grasps the gravity of the 
situation.

DRIVER starts making his way toward BEN with his fists 
clenched. 

BEN is looking petrified when the CHILD, out of nowhere, 
kicks BEN between the legs, causing severe pain, and makes 
him fall back on the ground writhing in pain. 

DRIVER gives the kid a pound.

END OF EPISODE.


